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TEJLZPHONE OONYZaSATlON BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND SEN. RICHARD 

RUSSELE (t) 

L.BJ 

It ccactnui Hootot «nd S^cr^tAry of »aU ud tozzM other*. We* re trying 
to *Toid *11 the Hooee CommittM^ Hele Bofg* mjad a faimch ha* got eozrte 
things started orer there and Jim rasttsM and £r Dirksea and a bunch 
ha* got them started in the Senate* • • and Bobby Kennedy has got his ideas. . 
Hoorer has got hie report and they want to hare Dewey in • • • so Tve about 
concluded that I can get people pretty well together and 1 talked to the 
leadership on trying to have the three branchee. .have two Congressmen 
and two Senators* *and maybe two or three outsiders* .and maybe somebody 
from tbs Court* * • or at least some person of a Judicial background* * 
are absoIuUly top^fUght folks* .on about a 7 men board to evaluate Hoover*# 
report and It would he largely doM by staff .* but they can work on It. • 
and I want to get your reactloos to It* X think it would be better th^jt the 
Judiciary running oee investigation, the House running az^oiher Investigation 
• . and 2iaving four or firm going opposite dixectlasu . 

RR I agree with that* .but I doo*t think that Hoover ought to zzvake his report 

too soon* • 

L.BJ He*s ready with it now and he wants to get it off Just as q^ck ae he can 

RR Oh* *Oh* 

LiBJ And he*U probably have It out today* *kt zxMSt on hfionday* * 

RR But he ain’t going to publish the damned thing* * is he ? 

LiBJ He's going to turn it over to this group and there's some things about it 1 can 

talk about. 

£LR Tea, 1 understand that* *but I think it^d mighty well if that thing was kept quie 

another week or ten days* *I Just do* 

L>BJ Well I think it would be turned over **as they're this Court of Inquiry 

in Texas and I think the results of that Cemrt of Inquiry* . Hoover's report and 
all of them would go to this group and they would evaluate it and then maybe 
evaluate it for the gemral public* Now here's who Pm going to try to get on 
• * *1 don't kimw. *1 don't t h i nk 1 can get any zz^mber of the Court, .but going t 
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try to. • • going to try to got AU«a DnIloa« • going to try Senjitor RxisoeU 
a»i S^xuitor Cooper from the Sonato* • • 

Oh XK3. • no. • z»« • • get aomebody elae« now. • 

Well« wait a minnte* ziow. •! want to try to get. • 

1 haren^t got time. • 

Jerry Ford, • • • It la not going to taka m n eh time» . but weWe got to get atatee. 
righia in thara and aoznebody that the country haa confidence in. • .and Pm 
going to lurre Boggi • • «he haa enured a reaolotion orer there azstd I haven't 
talked to anybody about the membarahip but you. • .but 1 would think that For 
enij Bogge would pretty good, .thay^re both pratty young man. . 

J3oih iolid dtlxena. • 

•4 

And 1 think that Cooper aa a Republican and you’re a good atatoa righta m a n. 
I think we might gat John McCIoy, Allen Dullea and maybe fomebody from th( 
Court. •• 

If you don’t get aomebody from the Supreme Court. .1 don't knovr him pcr« 
axmally but tMi Jtsdge Idedina. .that tried all thoae cominuniata. • la known aP 
over the Uxdted Statea. •! don’t know what kij»d of man he ia« .he mi|^t not do 
. .but Judge Medina. «1 think he’a cm the Court of Appeala up in New York noT 

Who would be the beat then if 1 didn’t get the Chief 7 

I don't kzkow. . you wouldn't want Claude Karrey. 

I xmderatand noxxe of the Court. . .no« 1 can't hare a Texan. 

No, thaf a why I aay. . that would cBacpialify him. 

Hoovar talla zne all three of theae ahote were aimed for the Preaident. • • 

thia teleacopic eight will bring thia thing up where you could nm eho 
a rrutn aj eaay aa you can get a man aittinf talking to you. 

I thought It waa juat a $7. 50 thing. • • ^ 

WelU it ^ $2i»00 job. ..but he aaid he looked through the teleacopic 
eight Mmaelf and ha aaid« Mr. Preaideni, 1 could hit a TnMn on that atreet 
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f olnf ZO znil#fl aji hour, • • as sasy as 1 coaid hit yoa« « yoa« That* & 
his lasfuags. • 

WelU rsally, Mr. Prssi<Uixt« aalsss ymu . . rsally think it would bs of some 
bsneEt. . • it would really save my Ufs« I declare I don't. • . • 

1 know you dosx^t want to do anythixa^ Iwrt I want you to aai I think thut this is 
Important enough and you'll see why and now the next thing. . . I know how yo 
feel about this CIA. . . hut they* re worried about haring to go n lot of thit 
•tuff. • with foreign r elat ions committse. • «how of a problem would it 

glre you to just quietly let Fulbxight and Hickenlooper come Into your CIA 
Committee. . 

As long as It is confin ed to thoee two. .it wouldn't be eny problem at all. 
That^s all we make it xxiw. • 

But thers'd be changee made up there and 1 don't wax^ some of those fellows 
• . , soms of them hare got no buelnsee there. • «rve got a lot of bad talkers 
on that committee. • 

Why don't you do by invitation then? 

And we^re had a splendid record up to now. . « there's never been one thing 

Tou'Te got a perfect one. .yee idr..but they know that, .they're worried abou 
they can't do it. . • 

Yee, Pre been very careful. . Pre even kept Margaret Chaee Smith off that 
co mml . t tea eo. . even though Pre get a lot of faith in her. ..but Pve kept her o 
because I just want to be sure that I knew uhat 1 was doing. 

Couldn't you do it quietly by Inritatlon? Just on a personal basis. • and then 
that Inritadon could ecKi anytime you waxded It to Pd say that to them. 

Yes, PU be glad to do that. Invite them over there. 

OK. When you coming back**? 

Well, 1 JuMt got down bare. . cams in here Sunday a^emoon. ^ 

I had a nice visit with your GoTemorasnl told him. • 

I 

Yes, he told me yxm'd invited him up hen. • 

I did&t invite him up here. . . 
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Wrll» bow did h# happen to get ahold of you? 

Yoti told xrm that hm waa coming up here. • • eo 1 came in back in my office 
• « • I told you to tall him that I wanted to eee him« • 

I kzww it. • that* B the reaaon I cooldn^t undaretaad it. • 

WelL . • whan I came back in my office. . .1 told him that you aaid he waa goin^ 
to hare lunch with you and to get ahold of him and tell him 1 wanted to aee 
him before going back. . .hell. .1 hadn't inrited him up hare. • .nerer heard of 
It.. 



Oh. .1 aaw where he waa in the boa there with Lady Bird. • « 

Oh. • well they. • they heard that he waa coming you aee when you told me that 
afternoon that he waa coming, .and ao they wanted^aome Southerner. • aome 
outatanding Southamar. • . 

WalL ... It waa a good thing. • I don't thiak you could have done better. . .but 
I juat waa aurpriaad you didn't aay aoroetMng about it. 

No. « I didn't know at the time Fd eeen you that he was invited. See Bird got 
up the Hat for the folks. • and 1 gueea we got. • • 

WeiL you couldn't have done better. . .he'e an awful nice young fellow. • . 

WelL I Joat told him how much 1 loved Georgia and he told the Preaa • « aaid 
he waa damned happy he came from there. • • laughter. . 

Yea. Wall he' a a good boy. 

WelH Georgia ia a good state. .that*a what I like abotzt it. 

Yea, it ia a good atate. . . Mr. Presideat. « aee if you can get aomeone else « • , 

Well, if 1 can, I wilL But Fm not going . . thia country baa a lot of confidenct 
in you and if I hare it my way, you'd be in mr and Fd you. . 

\ 

WelL • .zko.z». .that would never do. 

The country would be in a hell of a lot better ahape. . • it would too. • • 

You' ra. « . going to run it ttie next edme yeara. • . Fd be dead in another 2 or 3 ^ 

You get your reat. .1 dont want to bother you anymore but I'm going to have 
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to b« cJklUng 700 rr«ry once la • • 


RR 


W«1L fon knov, Fm alw»y» aTailabl*. . 


LBJ 


OK • • jlU right. • Goodbyv • You think abotit anybody now • • bosidei 

Medina. What aboot that old man. • • diad. • that was on that Circuit Court 
down there.. 


RR 


Oh« he would have been ideal, .but he's dead. He was a znagniilcent man. • 
he would have been perfect. 


LBJ 


That fellow you've got on there now, though^ he's not too good, is he? 


RR 


Ho* Tuttle ? Ho. 


LBJ 


No. • . £l.«nhow«r appoint.. 7 rv 


RR 


Tee. He'i a pretty good man, but. •• 


LBJ 

► 

f 


They tell he gives them soxne problems. • 


RR 


He*s going to give them more p roide ms. . he^s ths kind of fellow thinks he^s 
the last word. * .isn't thsre somecme there... 


LBJ 


You know Prettyman? 


RR 


Yeah. 


LBJ 


What do you think about him? 


RR 


Pretty good man. . be' s getting a little old isn't he ? 


LBJ 


Yeah. • Yeah. .1 don't think he's known. 


RR 


Well, he's not b\xt he doh't have to be. .he doesn't have to be. .now you're go 
to let t2ie Attorney General nominate aren't you? 






LBJ 

RR 


Ho. . . ' 

WeLU yoxi going to have Hoover on there ? 


LBJ 

RR 


No. .it is Us rsport. 

Oh, that' s right, • • that' s rigU. « it wouldn't do, • 
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23X • • • Imt hm 1a ^reMbla to foikji Ilka DuUaa* 

Well Dulles is a good nam, • • 

McQLcrf 

klcCloy. • good man • • I don't hold him in near as high regard as I do Dalles, • 
bi 2 t he's aU right, .ha^s a hlg raputatioiu. • • •1st xm see. •!£ I think b£ a 
Judge in the next 30 or 40 xninutaa, • • VU call yoo, • but you can get plenty 
of them. • • 



Thank you. 

Some of these Circuit Court Judges. • .is there sozrtabody there in the District 

•i 

What do you think about a Justice sitting on it? 

1 think. , I don't know. • . 1 think it would be all right. 

'^liy shouldn't you. . .how many. • you dos^t have a President assassinated 
but every 50 years. 

Well« they put thsm on ths Pearl Harbor inquiry^ you know. • 

1 know. . . that' s why he^ s against it now. • 

Afraid It might get into the Courts. • 

I gxiess so» I don't know. 

That' s probably the theory of it. • • that' s probably the theory of it. I'm not 
very good on thinking sbotit things like that. . 

WelU gi^s me the arguments why they ought to. 

Well« ths only argument about it is that. • of course. • « a matter of thie 
magnitude. . . that ths American people would feel reassured to hare a zneirbc 
of the highest Court, .that's Che only argumexd you've gc^ • you\have znany 
Qx>re Circuit Court judges that are far abler than soxxm of your Supromm Com 
Justices. • but that is the argument. • niy argument you can znake for it. • if yoi 
would hare some top-flight Supreme Court Justice. • • State Supreme Court Chi 
Justice, . but they re not kztt>wn all over the coun try. . donH care how able they 
are. . this thing In television and radio has narrowed the group of celebrities 
. , , , 1 don't know. . you've got some smart boys there around you who can give 
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70a. thm nam* oi 0OJjae oaiataodisf Uait«d Stata* Circuit Caart Judge. . 
OK. You ba Uainkiaf. Bye 



Bya 



■A 



> 
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PRESroENT JOHNSON *S NOTES ON CONVERSATION WITH 
SENATOR RICHARD RUSSELL NOVEMBER 29, 1963 4:05 p.m. 



President Johnson discussed the possibility of a Commission 
to study the assassination with Senator Russell. Senator Russell 
agreed that it would be a good idea. 

President Johnson said: "...They're taking this Court of Inquiry 

in Texas and I think the results of that Court of Inquiry -- Hoover's 
report and all of them would go to this group and they would . . . 
evaluate it for the general public. Now here's who I am going 
to try to get on it. ... going to try to get Allen Dulles .. .Senator 
Russell and Senator Cooper from the Senate. ..." 

Senator Russell; "oh no--no--no--get somebody else ... I haven't 
got time. . ." 

' President Johnson continued: "Jerry Ford, . .Hale Doggs. . . .Cooper 
2 LS a Republican and you're a good States Rights man. • .1 think we might 
get John McCloy, Allen Dulles and maybe somebody from the Court. . . " 

The President then asked Senator Russell to let Senators Fulbright 
and Hickenlooper come into his CIA Committee. Senator Russell 
agreed to invite them on a personal basis. 

They then discussed appointments for the Committee and Senator 
Russell continued to protest thtt he could not serve on it. 



\ 
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Date: September 16, 1993 



Processing Note 



Re: Telephone Conversation between the President and Senator 

.Russell (t) , 11/29/63, 8:55 p.m. 



While working on preservation of the dictabelts, the archives 
staff observed the following inaccuracy in the transcript: 

On page 2, the transcript reads: 

. LBJ: told you... I told you I was going to name 

Warren and you said it would be better to ^name Harlan.** 

DR: ,**0h. .no. . . and I said Clark wouldn't do.** 



The archives staff heard: 

LBJ: **I told you I was going to name Warren and you 

said it would be better to name Harlan.** 

DR: "Oh.. no, we talked and I said Clark wouldn't do 

'cause. . . . ** 



Claudia Anderson 
Archivist 



Copy LBJ Library 



Date: September 16 , 1993 



Processing Note 



Re: Telephone Conversation between the President and Senator 

, Russell (t) , 11/29/63, 8:55 p.m. 



While working on preservation of the dictabelts, the archives 
staff observed the following inaccuracy in the transcript: 

On page 2 , the transcript reads: 

. LB J : told you... I told you I was going to name 

Warren and you said it would be better to^name Harlan.'* 

DR: ,"0h. .no. . .and I said Clark wouldn't do." 



The archives staff heard: 

LBJ: "I told you I was going to name Warren and you 

said it would be better to name Harlan." 

DR: "0h..nO; we talked and I said Clark wouldn't do 

' cause . ..." 



Claudia Anderson 
Archivist 



Copy LBJ Library 



